
Fifth Grade:  

Classroom support for specific 

classroom assignments including 

research on colonies, explorers, 

American Revolution, biographies, 

mysteries, graphic novels, science 

fiction, and fantasy.   Utilized library 

time to write scripts for LMS assign-

ment to create comic strips.   Used 

ActivBoard flipcharts for explorers, 

graphic novels, reference materials, 

almanacs, thesaurus, online encyclo-

pedias.   Students were trained on 

how to locate and place holds from 

other school for books in their Lex-

ile range, and add those books to a 

booklist for future reference.   Re-

viewed acceptable use policy and 

procedures. 

Sixth Grade: 

Completed unit on reference mate-

rials including almanac, atlas, geo-

graphical dictionary, biographical 

dictionary.   Students used the Ac-

tivBoard to compare/contrast the 

print and online form of several 

reference resources.  Studetns prac-

ticed evaluation of websites.  Many 

lessons were  included on web site 

evaluation, copyright, plagiarism, 

genres while assisting students with 

their sixth grade research reports 

on Greece, Rome, Egypt etc. 

It has been an amazing adventure 

watching the students’ literacy and 

technology skills grow this year!   

While teachers worked as a Per-

sonal Learning Community, students 

rotated between the library, lab, 

phy.ed and music.    Every student 

received a 30 minute integrated 

lesson in the  

library and an additional 30  

minute technology lesson in the  

computer lab. 

Highlights from the Library: 

Kindergarten :   

Story time was based on the class-

room letter of week or target skill 

from Scott Foresman.  Students 

learned book care, parts of a book, 

fiction, nonfiction, genre, call num-

ber, and library procedures.    

First Grade:   

Students reviewed parts of a book, 

identified setting and characters in 

stories, and compared different 

versions of stories.  Different types 

of genre were also explored based 

on Scott Foresman target skills.  The 

ActivBoard  was used for Dr. Seuss, 

Draw and Tell Stories, graphing, 

rhyming, comparison/contrast of 

stories.  Students were also intro-

duced to the OPAC and learned 

how to locate materials when given 

a call number.    

Second Grade:

  

Reviewed call 

number location 

with hands-on 

OPAC lessons 

demonstrated 

on ActivBoard.  

Students practiced lotion and access 

of materials.  We continued work 

on different genre, character devel-

opment and settings.   Author stud-

ies followed by comparison/contrast 

of different books, and connecting 

text to self and text to world. 

Third Grade:  

Classrooms were involved in hands-

on training to locate books on par-

ticular interest and lexile levels.   

Students searched for books in their 

own lexile based off current MAP 

testing results.   Each child created a 

book list in their range that can be 

accessed from anywhere via the 

web.   Several sessions were also 

spent assisting students in various 

research projects including:  Thanks-

giving, animals, Africa, Presidents, 

and States. 

Fourth Grade:   

Students became trained at placing 

holds on the OPAC as well as how 

to locate and access materials on 

their own.  Students received assis-

tance with in depth use of reference 

materials.  Research time was spent 

on national symbols, animals of 

North Dakota, Rain forests, and 

North Dakota topics.   The ac-

tivBoard was used to assist the stu-

dents in web page evaluation, and 

use of databases on various research 

projects.  

Literacy and Technology 

T H E  L I B R A R Y  

A T  A  G L A N C E  Northridge Library Notebook   

M A Y ,  2 0 1 1  
 

S P E C I A L   

S T A T I S T I C S :  

Total  

Circulations: 

 

31,650 

 

Total  

Number of  

Items in  

Library:  

 

15,562 

 

Holds Placed 

for Patrons: 

 

1,324 

 

Holds placed 

by Patrons:   

 

986 

 

Holds for other 

schools:   

 

501 

 

Circulations to 

other schools:  

 

 1,220 

 

Total  

Book Fair  

Sales 

 

$13,116.01 
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Technology:   
Grade 1: 
 Word:  Students learned 

how to type upper/lower 

case letters, change font, 

size, insert text, hover, 

Highlight text, insert clip 

art 

 Open/close windows, files, 

web sites 

 Utilizing paint program: 

import and resize graphics, 

Insert text, create pictures 

thatsupport text. 

 Math, science, and reading 

websites that support the 

curriculum.(addition, sub-

traction, number sen-

tences, magnets, phonics, 

fluency, spelling, tumble-

book library) 

Grade 2: 
 Word: Type complete         

sentences using correct                                         

punctuation.  Insert and text 

wrap pictures,create word art.  

(Made pioneer book  and 

researched facts on web and 

then rewrote in own words.  

Located first hand photos at 

Library of Congress and in-

cluded it with their facts.)  

Studied one-room schools on 

websites and compared/

contrasted them on a venn 

diagram on the computer. 

 

 Paint:  Reviewed creat-

ing text, insert images using 

stamps, using paintbrushes to 

create authentic paintings for 

author visit. 

 

 Websites:  Math (johnny’s 

math, cool math for kids, Math 

Investigations, Tangrams etc) 

and other various web sites fo-

cusing on skills being introduced 

in classroom. 

 

 Flip video/Digital Cam-

eras:   Students practiced using 

the flip video cameras to record 

their families Christmas tradi-

tions.   They also sang a song 

while I recorded it and then dur-

ing their LMS time I showed  

them how it could be emailed to 

their parents as a Happy Holi-

Grade 3: 
 Office: 

Explored Microsoft Pub-

lisher Suite including 

Word and Publisher. 

 Expanded on skills for 

basic publishing includ-

ing resizing clipart and 

graphics, changing font, 

type size etc. 

 Online Tools 

Various Math and Read-

ing Websites 

 OPAC training  

 Online research for sev-

eral classroom projects. 

 

Grade 4: 
 Word:  Review basic 

typing, Word art, font, 

size, margin, page set-up.   

The learned short cuts 

like right click copy/

paste,  Ctrl –s for save 

etc.   Students inserted 

and text wrapped clip art 

from library.   Went to 

web to locate photos and 

pasted them into word 

with citations.  Wrote 

fact/opinion reviews for 

their favorite books. 

 Powerpoint:  

Created two Power-

points: All About Me and 

American Landmarks.  

Students incorporated 

music, sound clips and 

effects, video and realis-

tic photos from web.  

   

 Email:  Students will be 

developed their 21st cen-

tury literacy skills and 

learned internet safety 

through email.   

 

 Voicethread: Used web 

2.0 tools to share infor-

mation about their ND 

projects. 

 

Fifth Grade: 
 Review Word basics, 

clipart, copy/paste.  In-

troduced file saving/

organization/saving to 

different locations, basic 

computer troubleshoot-

ing 

 Glogster  - students learned 

how to use this web 2.0 tool 

through the creation of sev-

eral glogs.   Students re-

searched a specific explorer 

and then created an explorer 

glog. 

  Online databases for re-

search 

 Online tools:  Google earth, 

Voicethread, Tagxedo, Bit-

strips for Schools 

 

Sixth Grade: 
 Desktop publishing of stu-

dent articles 

 Created news broadcasts 

with flip videos. 

 Utlilized various web 2.0 

tools including: Glogster, 

Bitstrips for Schools etc. 

 Learned basics of good pho-

tography and then used Pic-

nikwebsite to graphically 

edit photos. 

 Learned how to save/edit in 

different formats. 

 Trained in online databases 

for research. 

 Worked on research for 

classroom projects. 
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The REAL D.W. Visits 
On March 21, Northridge 

students met Kim Brown, 

the “real D.W.” from Marc 

Brown’s Arthur books.   

During her presentation, she 

answered students’ ques-

tions about her brother, 

Marc.  She revealed where 

he gets inspiration for his 

stories, his childhood and 

his creative talents.   The 

students also learned how 

an Arthur book is created, 

and saw photos from his 

childhood.  The students 

even tried her brother’s 

secret formula for drawing 

Arthur.   

 

This exciting opportunity 

gave our students a chance 

to gain a better understand-

ing of how an author can 

take real people and events 

and turn them into enter-

taining stories.   Creating 

this connection with authors 

and illustrators helps create 

motivation to read and 

write! 

 
To get ready for the REAL 

D.W. visit, during the stu-

dents LMS and library time,  

classrooms answered Arthur 

Trivia questions, played a 

giant Arthur 

board game that 

circled the li-

brary, read Ar-

thur books, and 

created Arthur 

comic strips.   

Several first 

grade classrooms 

designed their 

own plate of 

Picky Eater 

foods using 

Word.  The third graders 

designed and created some 

very creative DW glasses. 

The sixth graders enjoyed 

becoming “sixth grade bud-

dies” with the first and sec-

ond graders.   The buddies 

read Arthur and D.W. 

books created Arthur head-

bands to wear to the presen-

tation. 

Samantha and Keeli , 

4th graders, are ready 

to roll the dice and 

play “Arthurs Big 

Adventure” board 

game in the library. 

Author Kyle Mewburn, win-

ner of the 2009 Flickertail 

award, also made an appear-

ance at Northridge this year.   

He read his book, Kiss, Kiss, 

Yuck, Yuck  to 300 VERY 

enthusiastic audience mem-

bers in K– 3.   The students 

loved helping him with the 

repeated phrase, “KISS KISS, 

YUCK YUCK!”   He also 

shared how he was inspired 

to create his book and what 

the writing and publishing 

process was like for him.  

Before he visited, each first 

and second grade classroom  

Kiss Kiss… YUCK YUCK! 
used Tux Paint to create 

their own Kiss! Kiss! Yuck 

Yuck ! images which were 

shown on a slide show 

before and after the pres-

entation.   The students in 

kindergarten also took 

digital images of themselves 

and created photo art to 

illustrate a story they cre-

ated in library.   To pro-

mote the event, we held 

intercom trivia and one 

lucky winner was drawn to 

receive an autographed 

copy of Kyle’s book. 

Kyle with first grader Brynn Lawson, winner  

of the library contest.   Brynn received  

an autographed book! 


